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Byers: The Evolution of Nurseries in Madison County

The Evolution of Nurseries
in Madison County
DAVID BYERS

Several things happening in A m erica affected the nursery industry in
the period from the War Between the States to the start o f the 20th century.
In 1862 Congress passed the H om estead Act, stim ulating w estward popu
lation movement. This involved land in 30 states, including Alabama, M is
sissippi, and Florida. N urserym en were profiting as farm ers needed wind
breaks and woodlots for their newly acquired land. Fruit trees, shade trees,
lumber, fence posts and firewood were essential for m odern farm life.
Following the War, im m igration from Europe set in with redoubled
vigor. Congress passed the Tim ber Culture Act o f 1873. The legislation
augm ented the Hom estead Act by giving title to 160 acres o f land to any
person planting trees on 40 of the acres. Trees were to be planted not more
than twelve feet apart, roughly 7500 trees per farm.
Although this began as a splendid time for the nursery industry, bad
things happened. The w inter o f 1872-1873 was the m ost severe in twenty
years. M ost nurseries were terribly dam aged by the freezing. The Panic of
1873 and the long and deep depression that follow ed shut off the flow of
cash and closed the period o f happy and progressive times.
Due to fraud and corruption in the adm inistration o f the Tim ber Cul
ture Act o f 1873, it was repealed by C ongress w ith the passing o f the Forest
Reserve Act in 1891. The price o f apple trees dropped from $200 per thou
sand to $30 per thousand. M ost nurserym en were left with awful scars. The
fine and productive nurseries in the northern states began seeking new
m arkets and low er production costs to survive. N urserym en were looking
to the south.
Such a m an was W illiam Fletcher Heikes. The nurserym an from Day
ton, Ohio, bom in 1837, was looking for suitable southern land as a loca
tion for his horticultural venture.
Good fortune caused him to be caught by a storm in a sm all country
hotel in the Ozarks o f M issouri. Two other m en m arooned there also had
needs. H erm an L. M oss was seeking a profitable use for large land hold
ings in north Alabama. John Fraser, Sr., born 1842 in Lancastershire, En
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gland was trained as a plant propagator at the W orld Renow ned Veitch’s
Royal Exotic Nursery near London. Then living in Glencoe, M issouri, he
was looking for employm ent.
On that snowy night, several states away, M adison C ounty’s first nurs
ery was bom . It was to be called “The H untsville Nursery.”

HEIKES AND MOSS

The property chosen was at Gladstone, a community about twelve miles
north of Huntsville on Pulaski Pike. On that land, owned by H erm an L.
M oss and his wife, Jessie S. Moss, H eikes’ first experim ents were m ade on
fifty acres o f cleared land, a part o f their large w ooded holdings. The
plantings were so successful that in 1872 a decision was m ade to plant the
entire acreage in fruit trees.
Heikes proved to his own satisfaction that it was better to grow plants
where the soil was fertile and the land reasonably cheap than to take less
favorable or more expensive soil to be nearer transportation. The location
at G ladstone was eleven miles from the railroad.
The tim berland, with a wonderful creek, gradually gave way to clear
ing operations and ultimately grew to have m ore than a thousand acres in
cultivation. As the business expanded however, the problem o f transport
ing enorm ous am ounts o f trees eleven miles over poor roads would have
staggered many men. Heikes figured this handicap was offset by other con
siderations. B ecause o f the nursery a considerable com m unity grew up
around Gladstone including a store, a church, a school, and all the appurte
nances o f a sm all village. About thirty tenant houses were built by the nurs
ery and, according to Heikes, the profits from the com m issary fully paid
the cost of transporting the product to the railway.
An original thinker, Heikes developed a new m ethod o f sales which
was later used by many large nurseries o f the day. After digging in the
dorm ant season, plants were packed into large boxes and shipped by rail,
unsold, to St. Louis, Philadelphia, and Rochester. There they were placed
in cold storage and sold to nurseries and peddlers in the area. First tried in
St. Louis in 1887, the “for-sale” boxes were m arked “Heikes and M oss.”
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William F. H eikes

Heikes, always looking forward, w orked to im prove conditions in the
nursery business especially in regard to quality o f stock. He developed and
introduced a system atic standard o f grading by caliper, the thickness o f the
stem or trunk. This standard was adopted by the entire nursery trade and is
still in use today. His rule was that every plant shipped m ust be true-toname, exactly what the custom er ordered.

The device designed by William F. H eikes to measure the caliper
o f fr u it trees and seedlings
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N ursery records o f the 1886-1887 season indicate a banner year for the
pioneer firm. In the four hundred acres then cleared, the firm grew what
was term ed a “cham pion cherry block o f A m erica.” That block o f trees
num bered 300,000 and was said to be largest quantity o f cherry trees ever
grown in one field at that time.
From its inception, this firm catered to the wholesale trade alm ost ex
clusively. In the spring season o f 1887, records indicate one order becam e
ten train carloads! Total sales am ounted to the 300,000 cherry trees,
1,600,000 pear trees, 500,000 peach trees, 600,000 plum trees, and 100,000
apple trees. Records indicate they were unable to fill the dem and for their
plants.
Clearly, adequate, quality labor in the area was essential to the success
ful production. Able and sm art laborers were required to do the various
jobs necessary in a nursery. The Negroes who applied had to rem em ber
orders, use judgm ent, learn to prune, graft, bud, plow properly and use the
right sprays. The wages were higher than those paid by neighboring farms
causing the m ore com petent workers to leave the farm and com e to the
nursery. Although the blessings o f more pay caused pain to some, the busi
ness and cash brought to the area far outweighed the disadvantages.
Heikes was a m em ber o f the Am erican Pom ological Society, the State
Board o f Horticulture, and the first president o f the Alabam a State H orti
cultural Society. This society was organized in 1903 at M ontgomery. Bom
in Dayton, Ohio, April 2, 1837, he was said to be a man o f excellent ad
dress, calm and dignified in m anner and a very m odest m an o f splendid
intellect. Heikes married Lettie Conrad o f Dayton. He passed away in Cleve
land, Ohio in 1911.
Jessie S. Moss, bom 1836, powerful partner in the nursery venture,
m aintained her interest in the firm after the death o f her husband in 1882.
She was a wom an o f outstanding personality, keenly interested in a broad
field o f activities. Following the death o f her husband, she and Lettie C.
Heikes, wife of her partner, took up the study o f m edicine and each was
awarded a doctor’s diploma. They declared the studies were taken as a
pastim e and for use in the family. In 1885 the two women went abroad and
lived in France and Germ any for three years.
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Jessie S. Moss, a partner in M adison C ounty’s fir s t nursery,
was smart, tough, and unafraid o f risk
In 1906 Jessie M oss built a m ost attractive hom e near Huntsville. The
spacious colonial dwelling was situated on a com m anding site which later
becam e the Huntsville Country Club. She died in 1914. Her stepson, Dr.
M ilton M oss, born 1851, a professor at the C olorado School o f Mines,
returned to H untsville and the nursery m anagem ent team upon her death.
Some reports list Dr. M oss as the husband o f Jessie but her will clearly
states he is her stepson. Jessie M oss, M ilton, and the Heikes couple are
buried on the same lot in M aple Hill Cemetery.

J. O. KELLEY AND SON
In this period, a shy genius began his nursery in Jeff, a sm all farm ing
com m unity w est o f Huntsville. George Lawson Kelley was born in 1862.
In 1885 he nam ed his nursery using his father’s name, J. O. Kelley and
Sons, because he did not want to use his own name. D. E. and J. O. Kelley,
brother and father, were w ell-know n farm ers, storekeepers, and landow n
ers in the county.
His knowledge came from reading and trying unusual methods o f propa
gation. His experim ents led many others to successful ideas and practices
o f plant increases. K elley’s production often included large quantities o f
ornam ental plants and trees. He was the first nurserym an to plant unrooted
cuttings o f Juniperus varieties in the open field to root them.
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Catalogue from Jeff Nursery, J. O. Kelley and Sons,
Proprietors, about 1900

One crop o f “President Hoover Rose” covered 40 acres. He com m ented
at the time “This is a good rose, but a terrible nam e.” Toward the end o f his
career he planted 40,000 boxwoods, which were killed in a record-break
ing freeze in 1951. M any o f his trees are still a part of the landscape in Jeff.
His nursery business ended in 1944; he was 82 years old and dying from
tuberculosis.

HUNTSVILLE WHOLESALE NURSERY COMPANY
Huntsville W holesale Nursery Company was the com bined business
of two firms. In 1885 John Fraser, Sr. started Fraser Nursery Co. on 280
acres purchased while an em ployee with Heikes and M oss Nursery. This
property was at the northeast com er o f the intersection of Pulaski Pike and
Stringfield Road. In 1889 he began working for the C hases’ Alabam a N urs
ery Company. Two years later, he returned to his Fraser Nursery and re
mained interested in that business until his death in 1920.
Fraser and his wife had two daughters, bom in Missouri, then one daugh
ter and three sons, bom at Gladstone. All sons worked in the nursery and
had veiy little formal education. The three sons were involved in Fraser
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Nursery Company. A com pany letterhead in 1915 lists John Sr. as Presi
dent, Oliver as vice-president, Jam es as Treasurer, and John, Jr. as Secre
tary. The H untsville City D irectory in 1915 indicates Jam es is the President
and M anager and the offices were located in the Elks Building.
Jam es W. Fraser, the eldest son, born 1882, experienced a troubled
father-son relationship that caused him to seek his fortune away from that
influence. He purchased land for his own nursery operation ju st south of
M aple Hill Cem etery in Huntsville. The large property extended from C ali
fornia Street east and included the current subdivision developm ents of
M onterrey, M onte Vista, and Blossom wood. Jam es’ hom e rem ains on the
southeast com er of Locust Avenue and California Street. This nursery closed
by 1929. Jam es died in Tampa, Florida in 1950.
The second son, John Fraser, Jr. was bom in August of 1885 at Gladstone.
John, Jr. worked early in his life for his father’s nursery and then became
secretary of the new Huntsville W holesale Nursery Co. In 1934 he became
president of that firm. Through several land sales and exchanges, Heikes
and Moss was absorbed by Huntsville W holesale Nurseries.
Oliver (Ollie) W. Fraser, the third son, was bom in 1887. After the
training at home, he worked for several nurseries, bringing to them the
expertise gained in the fam ily work. His own Fraser Nursery location is
now a part o f B irm ingham ’s Elm wood Cemetery. He died in 1978.
The third daughter, Helen, m arried D aniel Harrison, who with his
brother, established Harrison Brothers Hardware, now located on the court
house square.

These coins were used fo r currency at Huntsville Wholesale Nursery
during the Depression. This allow ed the em ployee to purchase his
needs at the company commissary without draining the business’s
very short supply o f cash.
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H untsville W holesale Nurseries grew to more than one thousand acres
in production and becam e an im portant nationwide supplier o f plants. A l
though the growing fields were at Gladstone, its prim ary shipping location
sat at a railroad spur on the site occupied now by a part o f the Von Braun
Center. John Fraser, III, bom in 1909, becam e com pany president in 1956
at the death of his father. John, III died in 1968. John Fraser, IV, in 1969,
after 96 years o f nursery growing at Gladstone, dissolved the firm.
M aple Hill Cem etery holds the graves o f all the Fraser fam ily except
O liver who is buried in Birmingham.

CHASE NURSERY COMPANY
The Chase Nursery Company, the most widely known nursery in the
area, began because two m em bers o f the family insisted their young neph
ews look into opportunities in the south or west. Brothers Lewis and Ethan
Chase form ed a partnership in 1869 named Chase Brothers, in Rochester,
New York. It operated a nursery, which had begun in 1856, called New
England Nurseries.
The four nephews, Herbert, Charles, Henry and Robert, after a stop in
Hickory, North Carolina where Herbert had conducted a general m erchan
dise business, arrived in M adison County in the early fall o f 1889. The lure
o f faster plant growth and sm aller expenses might have led them all the
way to the west coast. The older Chases suggested a stop to visit W illiam
Heikes, a nursery friend for several years, at Gladstone, where he was m an
aging H eikes and M oss Nursery.
Heikes welcomed them with “Gentlem en, you have come to the right
place. No better soil and clim ate can be found than this. There is ample
room for us all. L et’s make this a nursery center.” He drove them around
the county for three days helping select 600 acres a bit west o f today’s
Huntsville Country Club. The decision was made. The first peach seeds
were planted there in the fall of 1889 on land owned by the newly incorpo
rated A labam a Nursery Company.
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The Chase boys, about 1918. (L to R) H enry H om er Chase,
Richard T. Chase, H enry B. Chase, Dr. Edwin M. Chase,
Charles F, Chase, H erbert S. Chase, Robert C. Chase, Sr.,
and Robert C, Chase, Jr.

Then, in 1904, m ore than 800 acres o f new property, five miles east of
Huntsville, was purchased. This became Chase, Alabama. The warehouse
had a prim e location between two railroads. The Southern Railway served
doors on the south side and the Nashville, C hattanooga and St. Louis R ail
way the north. This made shipping plants to all parts o f the country a much
easier process.
In 1906, Herbert Chase sold his interest in the firm to the two youngest
brothers and Henry Bellows Chase became the president of the newly formed
Chase Nursery Com pany with Robert Collyer Chase as secretary-treasurer.
Charles Chase sold his shares to them in 1910. The two brothers quickly
built the nursery into one known everyw here in the nursery world. The
virtues o f thrift, hard w ork and honesty were guiding spirits.
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Chase Nursery Com pany’s first p rice list published in 1906
Henry B. Chase also served the city in many capacities; among them,
mayor, president of the city council, founder of the C om m unity Chest,
Huntsville City School Board member, and founder o f the H untsville H is
toric Society. He was a world traveler, an often-sought speaker, a charter
m em ber o f Rotary, an incessant letter writer, and a politically connected
nurserym an.
In 1950, Chase reported in a speech to the Huntsville Rotary Club that
the six wholesale nurseries in M adison County em ployed 350 people with
a payroll o f about $350,000, farm ed 2500 acres and had sales totaling over
$1,000,000. At that tim e the population o f the county was 72,903. He
pointed proudly to the fact “This essential and basic agricultural industry
is not subsidized. A m erican citizens pay no taxes to keep the nurserym an
in business.”
Robert Chase died suddenly in 1939 at age 63. Henry B. Chase contin
ued with the nursery till his death at 91 years in 1961. His nephew, son of
Robert, Henry Hom er Chase, becam e president in 1957. His son, Henry
Hom er Chase, Jr. served as president until 1988 when the business was
sold to Harvey Cotten and John Jordan. M uch of the property is now a part
of the holdings of Alabama A & M University and a pharm aceutical m anu
facturing plant.
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H enry B. Chase, president o f Chase N ursery Company,
served the City o f H untsville as M ayor

Young H.B. Chase

A num ber o f young men who had worked with Huntsville W holesale
Nursery or Chase Nursery Com pany put together the courage and the capi
tal to start their own businesses.
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N A U G H E R NU R SER Y COM PANY

Thom as W. N augher (pronounced NAW-yer), bom 1891, the son o f a
railroad m an, worked as a Chase em ployee while a young man. A fter ser
vice in W orld War I, he was given responsibility for the com m issary and
post office at Chase. In M arch 1927 he and M arcus D. Byers, Sr. partnered
in a grow ing operation on N augher’s property, purchased about 1920, on
W inchester Road (then New M arket Pike), Byers and N augher Nursery,
which lasted two years. Their principal crops were dogwoods, lilacs, and
roses. Naugher and his half-brother, Lacy Naugher, then operated as Naugher
N ursery until L acy’s death in 1951.
Tom N augher’s two sons-in-law, working in the autom obile industry
in Texas, were then persuaded to come to Huntsville and take the nursery.
R obert “B ob” Reeves and W. D. “Dan” Cabe grew and sold plants, featur
ing bareroot Juniper liners, until about 1962. They also operated the Ford
tractor dealership for several years.

A nursery catalog
from 1927
from Byers-N augher
Nursery o f Chase.
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The wholesale price list from N augher N ursery in 1956

BYERS NURSERY COMPANY
Charles Clinton Byers, the son o f a Blanche, Tennessee nurserym an,
came to Chase Nursery from H untsville W holesale N urseries in 1911. His
son, M arcus D. Byers, Sr., bom 1901, worked as a youth for Chase until he
was sent to Painesville, Ohio in O ctober 1924, to intern with one o f the
forem ost nurseries in the country, Henry Kohankie and Sons. A fter a year
in Ohio, because he disliked Lake Erie snow and ice, he returned to the
South where he spent a year in Birm ingham with Fraser N urseries, ow ned
by O liver (Ollie) W. Fraser, a brother o f H untsville’s Frasers. R eturning to
M adison County, he and Tom Naugher, m entioned above, worked together,
and in 1929, with the support o f his parents, Byers began his growing
operation.
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A 1944 sales list from Byers Nursery Company
He grew a general line of ornamental stock, featuring pink dogw oods
and later crepe myrtles. In 1972 the com pany was incorporated and M.
David Byers, Jr., son o f M arcus, became president. The com pany contin
ues in business today, reorganized as Byers W holesale Nursery, now run
by a grandson, M arcus E. Byers, a fifth generation nurserym an.

This convention
photograph show s three
M adison County
nurserym en
(L to R)
H ow ard Sparkman,
a west coast salesman,
John Fraser, Jr.,
and M arcus D. Byers, Sr.
in about 1950
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A LA BA M A N U R SER Y A N D LA N D SC A PE

Alabam a Nursery and Landscape was a grow ing operation started by
Herbert Sparkm an about 1937. The nursery was located on Old Gurley
Road near Chase. His brother, H ow ard Sparkm an, m oved to Chase from
Tennessee to m anage the nursery. Herbert Sparkm an was the stationm aster
for the Chase Depot and handled the passenger tickets sales and the R ail
way Express shipm ents for surrounding nurseries. This nursery closed in
1975 after the death o f the partners.

E. F. DUBOSE NURSERY

E.
F. DuBose, long time teacher and principal of Joe Bradley School,
operated one of the m ost profitable nurseries in the area from about 1945 to
1990. He owned about 10 acres on Triana B oulevard which was totally
com m itted to growing rooted cuttings, or “liners,” for sale to other nurser
ies. Using students and neighbors as em ployees and relatively unsophisti
cated m ethods, he grew many thousands o f groundcover and small orna
m ental plants for sale to landscape contractors and other growers. These
plants were always shipped by bus. Happy custom ers’ repeated orders
were the backbone o f his business. D uB ose’s outgoing personality was a
special attribute leading to his successes. Several nurseries were started as
a result of his openness and sharing.

WEBB NURSERY COMPANY
A nother outstanding plantsm an came from the Huntsville W holesale expe
rience. Jam es Ansel Webb, bom 1907, graduated from Clem son U niver
sity in 1928 and was im m ediately hired by H untsville W holesale Nursery.
He worked there until 1947 then began his nursery business on the west
side of Blue Spring Road in 1951. His products included ornam entals of
many kinds and especially flowering dogwood. He selected and nam ed
several special plants still grown and sold today. He retired Decem ber 1985
and died in the following February. His grandson Thom as D. Batt contin
ued the nursery for several years before closing.
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O T H E R N U R S E R IE S

A lso from the Chase youth corps cam e Phillip B rosem er and R obert
Lee Bradford. Brosem er Nursery grew trees and shrubs and served the lo
cal Huntsville market with landscape services. The farm and office were on
Pulaski Pike near W inchester Road. He was interested in new kinds of plants
and especially skillful in producing holly plants o f many new varieties.
Robert Lee Bradford was one o f six sons o f Elm o Bradford, Sr., a field
forem an for Chase. B radford’s Blue Spring Nursery began about 1960 on
the east side o f Blue Spring Road. He grew and m arketed a good selection
o f ornam ental shrubs and trees across the country. As the Blue Spring area
developed his nursery was moved to W inchester Road ju st north o f the
N augher Nursery farm. This business closed about 1985.
P roof positive that nurseries grow other nurseries, as well as plants, is
illustrated by the Jones boxwood nursery story. Joseph M. Jones’ wife,
Frances, taught for E. F. DuBose. Jones wanted to give his three sons a
farm -like experience as they grew up and to produce funds for their college
education. Jones’ first planting was small starter plants given to him by E.
F. DuBose in 1967. D uB ose’s usual procedure was to feed the unused plants
to his mule. Suspecting that this gift might bring more sales in future years
he delivered 15,000 plants to Jones. On Jones’ farm, 15 acres purchased
from the W inchester Road property o f Robert Lee Bradford, the four Jones
planted, grew, harvested and sold, and Jones and Sons Nursery was on its
way. In 1973 a 46-acre farm was added.
Joe Jo nes’ day jo b was as the Director o f Public Affairs at NASA. His
time was spent telling the public about the exciting adventures o f W em her
von Braun and A m erica’s trip to the moon. Previously he had been a re
porter for the “M ontgom ery A dvertiser” newspaper. Jones continues with
a bit o f propagation today.
Three nurseries now growing plants in the field in M adison C ounty all
had connections with Jones. William O ’Meara, an Intergraph vice-presi
dent who took early retirem ent, bought the 46 acres and all nursery stock
from Jones in 1986 (Jo n es’ sons had left for college). O ’M eara runs
Boshancee Nursery located at Deposit.
A partnership o f another Jones family (not related to Joseph Jones),
Kenneth and nephew, Roger, (a M adison C ounty C om m issioner), and
R oger’s son, Jeff, was given a start by D uB ose’s and Joseph Jones’ small
plants and help in 1975. Their 175-acre ornamental business, New M arket
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Nursery, is an addition to Jeff’s large cotton farm ing activity. The family
also produces m any acres o f grass sod.
Posey and Son Nursery is located in Hazel Green. Raym ond Posey
was the only hired labor ever to regularly w ork for Joe Jones. The skills
gained from the em ploym ent have resulted in a fine ornam ental nursery.
Another wholesale nursery in the county is Brooks Nursery, which began
in 1970. Billy Brooks and son, Greg, grow large quantities o f Am erican
boxwoods on five farms. Earlier Brooks had run a large seed and feed busi
ness and opened a garden center called Brooks and Collier.
Dr. Robert Williams, a nephrologist, operates a retail nursery with grow
ing facilities and wholesale landscape supplies as Huntsville W holesale
Nursery. It is located on Leem an Ferry Road in southw est Huntsville.

RETAIL NURSERIES AND GARDEN CENTERS
John Howard W eaver operated a small landscape nursery beginning in
1947 and ending with his return to the arm y for the Korean War. His loca
tion was on G overnors’ Drive (then Fifth Avenue) where the new medical
school building is located. He planted the original w eeping willows around
the lagoon of the Big Spring (a few still exist in 2005), the boxwood at
Burritt M useum, and the m em orial elm trees on W hitesburg Drive.
M ilton Giles m anaged a seed and feed business on Jefferson Street for
many years. He opened H untsville’s first real garden center about 1957.
Until then, retail sales were made by com e-and-go sales yards, small divi
sions of the growers, or peddlers who traveled door-to-door. The Giles prop
erty becam e part o f the H untsville Hospital com plex when the business
closed in 1981. Giles Garden C enter was followed by Lloyd’s Garden C en
ter, operated by Clem Lloyd on University Drive.
Then Chase Nursery Co. opened its m odem and spacious retail store
near the wholesale farms in 1964, m anaged by Henry H. Chase, Jr. David
Byers opened Byers Nursery C enter on the North M em orial Parkway in
the fall o f 1965. It is now owned and operated by George W. Bennett and
his son, Jeff, as B ennett’s Nurseries. M any m ore retail stores and garden
centers came along until the entrance of the “big boxes.” W al-Mart, Home
Depot, and sim ilar stores changed the retail nursery business to what we
have today.
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The Southern N urserym en’s A ssociation held its annual convention
in H untsville four tim es, in 1903, 1931, 1939, and 1948. The conventions
o f the A labam a N urserym an’s A ssociation were held here in 1952, 1955,
and 1960.

M any local nurserym en have served in leadership roles in the industry.
Serving as President o f the Alabam a Nursery Association were John Fraser
Jr., John Fraser, III, Henry Hom er Chase, Marcus D. Byers, Sr., W. D. “D an”
Cabe, M arcus David Byers, Jr. M ilton Giles, Thom as Dwayne Batt, Tho
mas Rudd Loder, III, and John Harvey Cotten, Jr.
Serving as President o f the Southern Nursery Association were 1909,
Henry B . Chase (1909), John Fraser Jr. (1927), Henry Homer Chase (1947),
and M arcus David Byers, Jr. (1984).
In 1987, M arcus David Byers, Jr. served as President o f the Interna
tional Plant Propagator’s Society.
Presidents o f the Am erican Association of Nurserym en were Henry B.
Chase (1914), John Fraser, Jr. (1930), and John Fraser, III (1957).
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About the Author:
D avid Byers is a native o f Huntsville and graduate o f Alabam a P oly
technic Institute. Mr. Byers is a fo u rth generation nurseryman, retired, and
was encouraged by the late Dr. Frances Roberts, and later Bob Adams, to
write this article. In 1997, he wrote an article on A lbert Russel Erskine fo r
the Huntsville H istorical Review. For H untsville's 2005 Bicentennial Cel
ebration, he was on the com m ittee to research and create the elaborate
historic street signs seen throughout Huntsville. He served as Chairman o f
Huntsville-M adison County H istory So ciety’s H istory Festival in 2001, and
is active in m any civic and business activities. Mr. Byers is a m em ber o f
First United M ethodist Church.
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